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THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, members of Congress, distinguished guests, and
fellow Americans:

Last month, | went to Andrews Air Force Base and welcomed home some of our last troops to serve
in Iraq. Together, we offered a final, proud salute to the colors under which more than a million of
our fellow citizens fought -- and several thousand gave their lives.

We gather tonight knowing that this generation of heroes has made the United States safer and

more respected around the world. (Applause.) For the first time in nine years, there are no

Americans fighting in Irag. (Applause.) For the first time in two decades, Osama bin Laden is not a

threat to this country. (Applause) a2 adG 2F +f vISRIFQa G2L) ThaSdziSyl yi
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Forces. At a time when too many of our institutions have let us down, they exceed all expectations.
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on the mission at hand. They work together.

Imagine what we could accomplish if we followed their example. (Applause.) Think about the

America within our reach: A country that leads the world in educating its people. An America that

attracts a new generation of high-tech manufacturing and high-paying jobs. ! ~ F dzii dZNB 6 KSNE 6 ¢
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world. An economy built to last, where hard work pays off, and responsibility is rewarded.
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another generation of heroes returned home from combat, they built the strongest economy and

middle class the world has ever known. (Applause) a@ 3INJI YRFIFGKSNE | @GSGSNYy
got the chance to go to college on the Gl Bill. My grandmother, who worked on a bomber assembly

line, was part of a workforce that turned out the best products on Earth.

The two of them shared the optimism of a nation that had triumphed over a depression and

fascism. They understood they were part of something larger; that they were contributing to a story
of success that every American had a chance to share -- the basic American promise that if you
worked hard, you could do well enough to raise a family, own a home, send your kids to college, and
put a little away for retirement.



The defining issue of our time is how to keep that promise alive. No challenge is more urgent. No

debate is more important. We can either settle for a country where a shrinking number of people

do really well while a growing number of Americans barely get by, or we can restore an economy

where everyone gets a fair shot, and everyone does their fair share, and everyone plays by the

same set of rules(Applause.)2 K 6 Qa a4 adlFr 1S FNByQil 5SY2O0N}I GAO ¢
American values.And we have to reclaim them.

[ SGQa NB Yvi yobhSralJLokghefore the recession, jobs and manufacturing began leaving

our shores. Technology made businesses more efficient, but also made some jobs obsolete. Folks at

the top saw their incomes rise like never before, but most hardworking Americans struggled with
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In 2008, the house of cards collapsed. We learned that mortgages had been sold to people who
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It was wrong. It was irresponsible. And it plunged our economy into a crisis that put millions out of
work, saddled us with more debt, and left innocent, hardworking Americans holding the bag. In the
six months before | took office, we lost nearly 4 million jobs. And we lost another 4 million before
our policies were in full effect.

Those are the facts. But so are these: In the last 22 months, businesses have created more than 3
million jobs. (Applause.)

Last year, they created the most jobs since 2005. American manufacturers are hiring again, creating

jobs for the first time since the late 1990s. Together, weQ @S | ANBSR (2 Odzi GKS RST
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never happens again. (Applause.)

The state of our Union is getting stronger. ! Y R ¢S Q@S O2 Y Backnav2! &F NI yiR [ (adzNYC
President, | will work with anyone in this chamber to build on this momentum. But | intend to fight

obstruction with action, and | will oppose any effort to return to the very same policies that brought

on this economic crisis in the first place. (Applause.)

No, we will not go back to an economy weakened by outsourcing, bad debt, and phony financial
profits. Tonight, | want to speak about how we move forward, and lay out a blueprint for an
SO2y2Yeé UKL (cecododsiblilfion Anericdn manufacturing, American energy, skills
for American workers, and a renewal of American values.

Now, this blueprint begins with American manufacturing.

On the day I took office, our auto industry was on the verge of collapse. Some even said we should

let it die. With a million jobs at stake, | refused to let that happen. In exchange for help, we

demanded responsibility. We got workers and automakers to settle their differences. We got the

industry to retool and restructure. T2 R 8 2 DSY SN} f a2i2NB A& eheOl 2y i
automaker. (Applause.) Chrysler has grown faster in the U.S. than any major car company. Ford is

investing billions in U.S. plants and factories. And together, the entire industry added nearly 160,000

jobs.

We bet on American workers. We bet on American ingenuity. And tonight, the American auto
industry is back. (Applause.)
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getting more expensive to do business in places like China. Meanwhile, America is more productive.

A few weeks ago, the CEO of Master Lock told me that it now makes business sense for him to bring

jobs back home. (Applause.) ¢ 2 R @ = F2NJ 6KS FANRG GAYS Ay wmp &SI
Milwaukee is running at full capacity. (Applause.)

So we have a huge opportunity, at this moment, to bring manufacturing back. But we have to seize
it. Tonight, my message to business leaders is simple: Ask yourselves what you can do to bring jobs
back to your country, and your country will do everything we can to help you succeed. (Applause.)

We should start with our tax code. Right now, companies get tax breaks for moving jobs and profits
overseas. Meanwhile, companies that choose to stay in America get hit with one of the highest tax
rates in the world. It makes no sense, and everyoneknowsit. { 2 f S Q& OKIy3IS Al
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it. (Applause.) That money should be used to cover moving expenses for companies like Master
Lock that decide to bring jobs home. (Applause.)

Second, no American company should be able to avoid paying its fair share of taxes by moving jobs
and profits overseas. (Applause.) From now on, every multinational company should have to pay a
basic minimum tax. And every penny should go towards lowering taxes for companies that choose
to stay here and hire here in America. (Applause.)
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manufacturer, we should double the tax deduction you get for making your products here. And if

you want to relocate in a community that was hit hard when a factory left town, you should get help

financing a new plant, equipment, or training for new workers. (Applause.)

So my message is simplét is time to stop rewarding businesses that ship jobs overseas, and start
rewarding companies that create jobs right here in Americgend me these tax reforms, and | will
sign them right away.(Applause.)
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ago, | set a goal of doubling U.S. exports over five years. With the bipartisan trade agreements we
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will be millions of new customers for American goods in Panama, Colombia, and South Korea. Soon,

there will be new cars on the streets of Seoul imported from Detroit, and Toledo, and Chicago.

(Applause.)

| will go anywhere in the world to open new markets for American products. And | will not stand by
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Americans are working today because we stopped a surge in Chinese tires. But we need to do

more. LGQa y20 NAIKG 6KSY Fy2G§KSNI 02 dzy (i NEL Gt Q&al ay 220dzNJ
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investigating unfair trading practices in countries like China. (Applause.) There will be more
inspections to prevent counterfeit or unsafe goods from crossing our borders. And this Congress



should make sure that no foreign company has an advantage over American manufacturing when it
comes to accessing financing or new markets like Russia. Our workers are the most productive on
Earth, and if the playing field is level, | promise you -¢ America will always win. (Applause.)
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with the right skills. Growing industries in science and technology have twice as many openings as

we have workers who can do the job. Think about that ¢- openings at a time when millions of

Americans are looking forwork. L G Q& A y A& v dndw hov t&fikit.

Jackie Bray is a single mom from North Carolina who was laid off from her job as a mechanic. Then
Siemens opened a gas turbine factory in Charlotte, and formed a partnership with Central Piedmont
Community College. The company helped the college design courses in laser and robotics training.
Li LI AR Wlthénihike§h@rio héipdzeiate teir plant.

| want every American looking for work to have the same opportunity as Jackie did. Joinmeina
national commitment to train 2 million Americans with skills that will lead directly to a job.
(Applause.) My administration has already lined up more companies that want to help. Model
partnerships between businesses like Siemens and community colleges in places like Charlotte, and
Orlando, and Louisville are up and running. Now you need to give more community colleges the
resources they need to become community career centers -¢ places that teach people skills that
businesses are looking for right now, from data management to high-tech manufacturing.

And | want to cut through the maze of confusing training programs, so that from now on, people like
Jackie have one program, one website, and one place to go for all the information and help that they
need. Itistime to turn our unemployment system into a reemployment system that puts people to
work. (Applause.)

These reforms will help people get jobs that are open today. But to prepare for the jobs of
tomorrow, our commitment to skills and education has to start earlier.
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every state in the country to raise their standards for teaching and learning -4 KS FANR G GAYS 0
happened in a generation.

But challenges remain. And we know how to solve them.

At a time when other countries are doubling down on education, tight budgets have forced states to
lay off thousands of teachers. We know a good teacher can increase the lifetime income of a
classroom by over $250,000. A great teacher can offer an escape from poverty to the child who
dreams beyond his circumstance. Every person in this chamber can point to a teacher who changed
the trajectory of their lives. Most teachers work tirelessly, with modest pay, sometimes digging into
their own pocket for school supplies -- just to make a difference.

Teachersmatter. { 2 Ay aidSIR 2F olakKAy3d GKSYZ 2NJ RSFSyRAy3
Give them the resources to keep good teachers on the job, and reward the best ones. (Applause.)

And in return, grant schools flexibility: to teach with creativity and passion; to stop teaching to the
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(Applause.)
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stage to get their diploma. When students are not allowed to drop out, they do better. So tonight, |



am proposing that every state -- every state -- requires that all students stay in high school until they
graduate or turn 18. (Applause.)

When kids do graduate, the most daunting challenge can be the cost of college. At a time when
Americans owe more in tuition debt than credit card debt, this Congress needs to stop the interest
rates on student loans from doubling in July. (Applause.)

Extend the tuition tax credit we started that saves millions of middle-class families thousands of
dollars, and give more young people the chance to earn their way through college by doubling the
number of work-study jobs in the next five years. (Applause.)
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higher priority in their budgets. And colleges and universities have to do their part by working to

keep costs down.
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courses to help students finish more quickly. Some use better technology. ¢ KS L2 Ay G Aasz A0Q
possible. So let me put colleges and universitiesonnotice: L ¥ & 2dz OF y QiU &G 2 L) GdzA A ;
the funding you get from taxpayers will go down. (Applause.) | A IKSNJ SRdzOl G A2y OF yQi
it is an economic imperative that every family in America should be able to afford.
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small children, are American through and through, yet they live every day with the threat of
deportation. Others came more recently, to study business and science and engineering, but as
soon as they get their degree, we send them home to invent new products and create new jobs
somewhere else.

ThatR2Say Qi YFH1S aSyaso

| believe as strongly as ever that we should take on illegal immigration. ¢ KI 4 Q& g K& Y@
administration has put more boots on the border than ever before. ¢ KI 1 Qa ¢K& (KSNB | NB
illegal crossings than when | took office. The opponents of action are out of excuses. We should be

working on comprehensive immigration reform right now. (Applause.)
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to stop expelling responsible young people who want to staff our labs, start new businesses, defend

this country. Send me a law that gives them the chance to earn their citizenship. | will sign it right

away. (Applause.)

You see, an economy built to last is one where we encourage the talent and ingenuity of every

person in this country. That means women should earn equal pay for equal work. (Applause.) It
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who aspires to become the next Steve Jobs.

After all, innovation is what America has always been about. Most new jobs are created in start-ups

andsmall businesses. { 2 f S Qa LI} aa |y | 3S ydardowd rgulation&ktiaf LJa ( K S
prevent aspiring entrepreneurs from getting the financing to grow. (Applause.) Expand tax relief to

small businesses that are raising wages and creating good jobs. Both parties agree on these ideas.

So put them in a bill, and get it on my desk this year. (Applause.)



Innovation also demands basic research. Today, the discoveries taking place in our federally

financed labs and universities could lead to new treatments that kill cancer cells but leave healthy

ones untouched. New lightweight vests for cops and soldiers that can stop any bullet. 5 2 y QG 3 dzii
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same kind of research and innovation that led to the computer chip and the Internet; to new

American jobs and new American industries.

And nowhere is the promise of innovation greater than in American-made energy. Over the last
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directing my administration to open more than 75 percent of our potential offshore oil and gas

resources. (Applause.) Right now --rightnow--1 YSNA OF'y 2Af LINRPRdzOGA2Y Aa 0
in eight years. ¢ K I (i Q-aeigiNJeask Not only that -- last year, we relied less on foreign oil than

in any of the past 16 years. (Applause.)
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all-of-the-above strategy that develops every available source of American energy. (Applause.) A
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We have a supply of natural gas that can last America nearly 100 years. (Applause.) And my

administration will take every possible action to safely develop this energy. Experts believe this will

support more than 600,000 jobs by the end of the decade. ! YR L QY NBIdZANARY 3 | ff O3
for gas on public lands to disclose the chemicals they use. (Applause.) Because America will develop

this resource without putting the health and safety of our citizens at risk.

The development of natural gas will create jobs and power trucks and factories that are cleaner and
OKSIFLISNE LINP@GAY3I GKIG ¢S R2y QG KIFI@S (2 OK22aS o
(Applause.) And by the way, it was public research dollars, over the course of 30 years, that helped

develop the technologies to extract all this natural gas out of shale rock ¢- reminding us that

government support is critical in helping businesses get new energy ideas off the ground.

(Applause.)
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b2¢3> ¢ KLIotndtéral gashsliz8 as ue for clean energy. In three years, our partnership with
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tech batteries. Because of federal investments, renewable energy use has nearly doubled, and

thousands of Americans have jobs because of it.

When Bryan Ritterby was laid off from his job making furniture, he said he worried that at 55, no one

would give him a second chance. But he found work at Energetx, a wind turbine manufacturer in

Michigan. Before the recession, the factory only made luxuryyachts. ¢ 2 R 8 £ A G Qa KANAY 3
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Our experience with shale gas, our experience with natural gas, shows us that the payoffs on these
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companies fail. But | will not walk away from the promise of clean energy. | will not walk away from

workers like Bryan. (Applause.) | will not cede the wind or solar or battery industry to China or

Germany because we refuse to make the same commitment here.
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taxpayer giveaways to an industry that rarely has been more profitable, and double-down on a clean



energy industry that never has been more promising. Pass clean energy tax credits. Create these
jobs. (Applause.)

We can also spur energy innovation with new incentives. The differences in this chamber may be

too deep right now to pass a comprehensive plan to fight climate change. . dzi G KSNX Qa y2 NBI
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clean energy on enough public land to power 3millionhomes. ! YR L QY LINRdzR (2 | yy 2 d:
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the largest commitments to clean energy in history -¢ with the Navy purchasing enough capacity to

power a quarter of a million homes a year. (Applause.)

Of course, the easiest way to save money is to waste less energy. { 2 K &pxdBoaB Help
manufacturers eliminate energy waste in their factories and give businesses incentives to upgrade
their buildings. Their energy bills will be $100 billion lower over the next decade, and America will
have less pollution, more manufacturing, more jobs for construction workers who need them. Send
me a bill that creates these jobs. (Applause.)
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power grid that wastes too much energy; an incomplete high-speed broadband network that
prevents a small business owner in rural America from selling her products all over the world.
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During the Great Depression, America built the Hoover Dam and the Golden Gate Bridge. After
World War II, we connected our states with a system of highways. Democratic and Republican
administrations invested in great projects that benefited everybody, from the workers who built
them to the businesses that still use them today.

In the next few weeks, | will sign an executive order clearing away the red tape that slows down too

many construction projects. But you need to fund these projects. ¢ I 1S (G KS Y2y Seé 6SQNB
spending at war, use half of it to pay down our debt, and use the rest to do some nation-building

right here at home. (Applause.)
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hardest hit when the housing bubble burst. h ¥ 02 dz2NBES* O
whowerehurt. { 2 6SNB YAt ftA2ya 2F Ayy
YR 6KAES 3208SNYyYSyid OFyQil TFAE
sit and wait for the housing market to hit bottom to get some relief.
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to save about $3,000 a year on their mortgage, by refinancing at historically low rates. (Applause.)

No more red tape. No more runaround from the banks. A small fee on the largest financial
Ayalurabdziazya oAttt SyadNB GKIG AG 62yQi FRR G2 GK
taxpayers a chance to repay a deficit of trust. (Applause.)

[ SGQa vy SKilaNdofmaddars iihg work hard and play by the rules every day deserve a

government and a financial system thatdothesame. L 1 Qa GAYS G2 | LJILJX & GKS al Y
bottom. No bailouts, no handouts, and no copouts. An America built to last insists on responsibility

from everybody.
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irresponsible behavior. (Applause.) Rules to prevent financial fraud or toxic dumping or faulty

medical devices—-0 KSaS R2y Qi RS a Thepmidake ihefrBe markeBivSrk bétkeN S G @

¢ KSNBQa y2 | dzSa ionean outddtdd, iinneieasafySor tid@thzf LIyG AT OG0 X L Q@S
approved fewer regulations in the first three years of my presidency than my Republican

predecessor did in his. (Applause.) L Q@S 2 NRSNBR S@OHSNE FSRSNIf F3aSyoe
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business and citizens more than $10 billion over the next five years. We got rid of one rule from 40

years ago that could have forced some dairy farmers to spend $10,000 a year proving that they

could contain a spill -- because milk was somehow classified as an oil. With a rule like that, | guess it

was worth crying over spilled milk. (Laughter and applause.)
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shoulder. (Applause.) Absolutely. But I will not back down from making sure an oil company can

contain the kind of oil spill we saw in the Gulf two years ago. (Applause.) | will not back down from

protecting our kids from mercury poisoning, or making sure that our food is safe and our water is

clean. 1 will not go back to the days when health insurance companies had unchecked power to

cancel your policy, deny your coverage, or charge women differently than men. (Applause.)

And I will not go back to the days when Wall Street was allowed to play by its own set of rules. The

YyS% NHzZ S& ¢S LI aaSR NBaili2NB gKI G ckengiinfngmS I ye 7
entrepreneurs with the best ideas, and getting loans to responsible families who want to buy a

home, or start a business, or send their kids to college.
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the bills if you fail ¢- because the rest of us are not bailing you out ever again. (Applause.) And if
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Today, American consumers finally have a watchdog in Richard Cordray with one job: To look out

for them. (Applause.)

2 SQf t I f armanSaiCiinedUnitoiihighly trained investigators to crack down on large-
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for the vast majority of bankers and financial service professionals who do the right thing. So pass

legislation that makes the penalties for fraud count.
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leading state attorney general to expand our investigations into the abusive lending and packaging

of risky mortgages that led to the housing crisis. (Applause.) This new unit will hold accountable

those who broke the law, speed assistance to homeowners, and help turn the page on an era of

recklessness that hurt so many Americans.

Now, a return to the American values of fair play and shared responsibility will help protect our
people and our economy. But it should also guide us as we look to pay down our debt and invest in
our future.



Right now, our most immediate priority is stopping a tax hike on 160 million working Americans

while the recovery is still fragile. (Applause.) People cannot afford losing $40 out of each paycheck

this year. There are plenty of waystogetthisdone. { 2 f SGQa F ANBS NMBiK(I KSNBX
issues. No drama. Pass the payroll tax cut withoutdelay. [ S G Qa 3 $Appladsd)) R2y S @
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we need to do more, and that means making choices. WA 3Kl y 26X 6SQNB LI2AASR {:
trillion more on what was supposed to be a temporary tax break for the wealthiest 2 percent of

Americans. Right now, because of loopholes and shelters in the tax code, a quarter of all millionaires

pay lower tax rates than millions of middle-class households. Right now, Warren Buffett pays a

lower tax rate than his secretary.

Do we want to keep these tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans? Or do we want to keep our
investments in everything else ¢- like education and medical research; a strong military and care for
ourveterans? . SOl dzAS AT 6SQNB aASNA2dza | 62dzi LI &@Ay3d R24Yy

The American people know what the right choice is. Sodol. ! & L @(2f R GKS { LISl 1 SNJ i
prepared to make more reforms that rein in the long-term costs of Medicare and Medicaid, and
strengthen Social Security, so long as those programs remain a guarantee of security for seniors.

But in return, we need to change our tax code so that people like me, and an awful lot of members
of Congress, pay our fair share of taxes. (Applause.)

Tax reform should follow the Buffett Rule. If you make more than $1 million a year, you should not

pay less than 30 percent in taxes. And my Republican friend Tom Coburn is right: Washington

should stop subsidizing millionaires. LYy FIl OGS AF &2dzQNB SIENYyAy3I I YAt
get special tax subsidies or deductions. On the other hand, if you make under $250,000 a year, like

by LISNOSyid 2F ! YSNAOIY FI (Agplawse$ 3T dz@RBNI KEESYSaKad
with rising costs and stagnant wages. , 2 dzZQNBE (G KS 2y Sa 6K2 ySSR NB{ASTO

Now, you can call this class warfare all you want. But asking a billionaire to pay at least as much as
his secretary in taxes? Most Americans would call that common sense.

2S R2y QG 0S3INHzZRIS TFAyYIlWeGdmirefit. Whelz@raeBcansatalkialyout folksA & O
fA1S YS LIeéAay3a vYé FIAN AKINB 2F0 03 ES&Gl dzdiQaligga
dzy RSNEGFYR GKFdG ¢6KSy L 3SG | GFE oNBF1 L R2yQi vy
the deficit, or somebody else has to make up the difference -- like a senior on a fixed income, or a

student trying to get through school, or a family tryingto makeendsmeet. ¢ K| 4§ Q& y 2 NRARIKG @
' YSNRAOIFya (y26¢KKE 11082 & 20K INKR IKKAWa ISYSNF A2y Qa &
past generations felt a responsibility to each other, and to the future of their country, and they know

our way of life will only endure if we feel that same sense of shared responsibility. ¢ K 4§ Qa K2g 6SQ
reduce our deficit. ¢ KI 4 Qa 'y | YSWpl&use) odzA € G G2 €t ado

Now, | recognize that people watching tonight have differing views about taxes and debt, energy and
health care. But no matter what party they belong to, | bet most Americans are thinking the same
thing right about now: Nothing will get done in Washington this year, or next year, or maybe even
the year after that, because Washington is broken.

Can you blame them for feeling a little cynical?



¢KS INBIFGSald o0t2g G2 2dz2NI O2YyFARSYOS Ay 2dzNJ SO2y?
control. It came from a debate in Washington over whether the United States would pay its bills or
not. Who benefited from that fiasco?

LQ@S (It 1SR G2y A3KG Fo2dzi GKS RSTABOtxhadiveler ( NHza G ¢
between this city and the rest of the country is at least as bad -- and it seems to get worse every
year.

Some of this has to do with the corrosive influence of money in politics. { 2 (2 3SGIKSNE f S Qa
steps to fix that. Send me a bill that bans insider trading by members of Congress; | will sign it

tomorrow. (Applause) [ S Q& fAYAG Fye StSOGSR 2FFAOALE FTNRY
[ SGQa YI1S &adzaNB LIS2LX S 6K2 odzyRt S OF YLI A3Iy O2ydN
vice versa -- an idea that has bipartisan support, at least outside of Washington.

{2YS 2F gKIGQa ONRB{1SY KIFLa (G2 R2 gAGKsmpKS gl & /2y
majority is no longer enough to get anything -¢ even routine business ¢- passed through the Senate.

(Applause.) Neither party has been blameless in these tactics. Now both parties should put an end

to it. (Applause.) For starters, | ask the Senate to pass a simple rule that all judicial and public

service nominations receive a simple up or down vote within 90 days. (Applause.)

The executive branch alsoneedstochange. ¢ 22 2F(iSy > A0Qa AYSTFAOASY (I ¢
(Applause.) ¢ KI 1 Qa ¢Keé LQ@S al1SR GKAa /2y3aINBaa (2 3IANIy
bureaucracy, so that our government is leaner, quicker, and more responsive to the needs of the

American people. (Applause.)

Finally, none of this can happen unless we also lower the temperature in this town. We need to end
the notion that the two parties must be locked in a perpetual campaign of mutual destruction; that
politics is about clinging to rigid ideologies instead of building consensus around common-sense
ideas.

LQY I 5 BulBeleilwhiatiRepublican Abraham Lincoln believed: That government should

do for people only what they cannot do better by themselves, and no more. (Applause.) ¢ KI 1 Qa ¢ K&

my education reform offers more competition, and more control for schools and states. ¢ K 4 Q& g K@
GSONBE 3ISGOAY3I NAR 27F¢RNBEAA | dith sy Bwdzhlitk kn refRRed QU 6 2 NJ
private market, not a government program.

On the other hand, even my Republican friends who complain the most about government spending
have supported federally financed roads, and clean energy projects, and federal offices for the folks
back home.

The point is, we should all want a smarter, more effective government. And while we may not be

able to bridge our biggest philosophical differences this year, we can make real progress. With or

without this Congress, | will keep taking actions that help the economy grow. But | can do a whole
lotmorewithyourhelp. . SOl dzaS 6KSy ¢S | OG G(23SGKSNE GKSNBQ
' YSNR OF O (¥pQduse.) OKIANB@®S o KS f Saazy 6SQ@SokerSk Ny SR
the last few years.

-

Ending the Irag war has allowed us to strike decisive blows against our enemies. From Pakistan to
,SYSys GKS Ff viESRF 2LISNI AQGSa ¢gK2 NBYFAY FNB &ac
reach of the United States of America. (Applause.)
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our troops have come home. Twenty-three thousand more will leave by the end of this summer.

This transition to Afghan lead will continue, and we will build an enduring partnership with

Afghanistan, so that it is never again a source of attacks against America. (Applause.)

As the tide of war recedes, a wave of change has washed across the Middle East and North Africa,

from Tunis to Cairo; froY’ { I yI QI (i 2 S¢ NA WAREDP v RRI FA 41+ a 2yS 2F
serving dictators -¢ a murderer with American blood on his hands. Today, he is gone. And in Syria, |

have no doubt that the Assad regime will soon discover that the forces of change cannot be

reversed, and that human dignity cannot be denied. (Applause.)

How this incredible transformation will end remains uncertain. But we have a huge stake in the

outcome. ! YR GKAfS AGQa dzf GAYFGSt @ dzL) d@eeweinikS LIS2 L)X S
advocate for those values that have served our own country so well. We will stand against violence

and intimidation. We will stand for the rights and dignity of all human beings ¢- men and women;

Christians, Muslims and Jews. We will support policies that lead to strong and stable democracies

and open markets, because tyranny is no match for liberty.

'YR ¢S gAff al FS3dzZa NR ! YSNAOIFIQa 2¢y &aSOdzNRGe |3l
and our interests. Look at Iran. Through the power of our diplomacy, a world that was once divided

Fo2dzi K2¢g G2 RSEFE gAGK L NIy Qkereyniz® ndeisdldteliNg I NI Y Y 2
ever before; its leaders are faced with crippling sanctions, and as long as they shirk their

responsibilities, this pressure will not relent.

Let there be no doubt: America is determined to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, and |
will take no options off the table to achieve that goal. (Applause.)

But a peaceful resolution of this issue is still possible, and far better, and if Iran changes course and
meets its obligations, it can rejoin the community of nations.

The renewal of American leadership can be felt across the globe. Our oldest alliances in Europe and

Asia are stronger than ever. Our ties to the Americas are deeper. Our ironclad commitment -- and |
meanironclad--0 2 L&aN} Sf Q& &4SOdzaNAGeée KlFa YSFHyd GKS Of 2aSa
countries in history. (Applause.)

2S5S00S YIRS Al Of SI NJ érfrdénew bégthiNgy i©Burma as litanewl OA FA O LI
hope. CNRY GKS O2lfAlA2ya 6SQ@OS o6dzAtld (2 &aSOdz2NB vy dz0
Kdzy 38NJ YR RAASHAST FNBY GKS ot264a 68008 RSIHE G

example, America is back.

Anyone who tells you otherwise, anyone who tells you that America is in decline or that our
AYyTEdzSyOS KIFa ¢l ySR: R2Say@pplaey2¢ oKIFi GKS8QNB

¢CKFiQa y20 GKS YSaal3aS ¢S 3ISiG a@eN®werkitbus. R KNE QraNP dzy
not how people feel from Tokyo to Berlin, from Cape Town to Rio, where opinions of America are

KAIKSNI GKFY (K Ses, thenridas hdnging. Aby2 =8 SISNED v QG OBy G NBE  §
America remains the one indispensable nation in world affairsc-+ YR & f2y3 & LQY t N
intend to keep it that way. (Applause.)

CKFIQa gKez g2NJAYy3I GAGK 2dzNJ YATAGFNE fSFRSNEX L
maintain the finest military in the world, while saving nearly half a trillion dollars in our budget. To
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country from the growing dangers of cyber-threats. (Applause.)

Above all, our freedom endures because of the men and women in uniform who defend it.

(Applause.) ! & G KS& 0O2YS K2YSZ ¢S Ydzald a&aS™m@BcudekKSY | a ¢
giving them the care and the benefits they have earned ¢-6 KA OK A& gKeé 6SQS Ay ON
ALISYRAY3I SOSNE @& S(ApphuteD £n8 it nledhSeylisting NI \etaranSiytlie @

work of rebuilding our nation.

2 A0K GKS OALINIAAlFIY &dzLII2 NI 2F GKAA /2y3INBaas 6¢
vets. Michelle and Jill Biden have worked with American businesses to secure a pledge of 135,000

jobs for veterans and their families. ! YR 2y A3IKGX LQY LINRBLRaAy3 | +£SaGS
our communities hire veterans as cops and firefighters, so that America is as strong as those who

defend her. (Applause.)

Which brings me back to where Ibegan. ¢ K2 4aS 2F dza ¢6K2Q@S 0SSy aSyid KS
thing or two from the service of ourtroops. 2 KSy @2 dz LJzi 2y GKIFG dzy A F2

& 2 dzQNB bite; Asiary, Latid\Blative American; conservative, liberal; rich, poor; gay, straight.

2 KSy 282dzQNB YI NDKAYy3I Ayiz2 ol GitSs 82dz 221 2dzi 7
2 KSy @2dzOQONB Ay GKS GKAO1 2 Tervidgfore nafioh, BdCifigho ode2 dz NRA & S
behind.

One of my proudest possessions is the flag that the SEAL Team took with them on the mission to get

bin Laden. On it are each of their names. Some may be Democrats. Some may be Republicans. But

0KFG R2tBrawddid YiFA1S Ad RARY QG YFGGSNI GKIG RE@ Ay
Gates—-I  YIy ¢K2 gl a DS2NHS --andzilaTintoiR-SWwéngnawBo ran S ONB (0 | N.
against me for president.

All that mattered that day was the mission. No one thought about politics. No one thought about

themselves. hyS 2F (GKS @2dzy3 YSyYy Ay@2ft SR Ay (GKS NI AR
for the mission. It only succeeded, he said, because every single member of that unit did their job --

the pilot who landed the helicopter that spun out of control; the translator who kept others from

entering the compound; the troops who separated the women and children from the fight; the

SEALs who charged up the stairs. More than that, the mission only succeeded because every

member of that unit trusted each other--6 SOl dza S @2 dz Ol y Qi OKI NHS dzLJ (K3
YR RIFIY3ISNE dzyf Sada @2dz {y2¢6 (GKFd GKSNBQA a2YSo2F
So it is with America. Eachtimellookatthat¥f 33 L QY NBYAYRSR (KF{d 2dzNJ R
like those 50 stars and those 13 stripes. No one built this country on their own. This nation is great

because we built it together. This nation is great because we worked as a team. This nation is great

0SOlFdzaS ¢S 3S{ MdifQukhold fasktGthaXx@uth, i Ehi©rhonedt of trial, there is

no challenge too great; no mission too hard. Aslong as we are joined in common purpose, as long as

we maintain our common resolve, our journey moves forward, and our future is hopeful, and the

state of our Union will always be strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the United States of America. (Applause.)
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